A study on the usage of check-out bags in stores: the law and policy in Malaysia and the United States / Nur Atiqah Mohd Marzlan, Nur Farhana Md Kher and Suzairin Othman by Mohd Marzlan, Nur Atiqah et al.
A STUDY ON THE USAGE OF CHECK-OUT BAGS IN STORES: THE LAW AND POLICY 
IN MALAYSIA AND THE UNITED STATES 
By 
Nur Atiqah Binti Mohd Marzlan (2008408798) 
Nur Farhana Binti Md Kher (2008408808) 
Suzairin Binti Othman (2008408868) 
Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Bachelor in Legal Studies 
(Hons) 
University Teknologi Mara 
Faculty of Law 
October 2010 
The students confirm that the work submitted is their own and that appropriate credit has been 
given where reference has been made to the work of others. 
i 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
This project paper has been carried out by a team which comprises of Nur Atiqah, Nur Farhana 
and Suzairin. Atiqah as the group leader had the duty to manage the schedule for discussion, 
checking the accuracy of the reference that has been used and editing and formatting the research 
accordance with the proper requirement. Suzairin, had the task to collect data, research and 
statistics on the law and policy on Check-out bags in Malaysia and United States. Farhana did 
the typing and collected data used for the research project and also checking the language for this 
research project. 
As a team, we would like to express our utmost gratitude to Madam Nadia Omar, as the 
supervisor of our research project, for giving us a bundle of advice and guidance us in 
completing this research project. 
We like to give our special thanks to Mr. Brian Yap as Pegawai Khas for YB Elizabeth from 
Selangor State Government and Mr. Sanusi Awi from Perbadanan Pengurusan Sisa Pepejal dan 
Pembersihan Awam for lending us their time and providing us with the much needed knowledge 
on this subject. 
We also like to thank Allah S WT for giving us the strength and patience in order to complete this 
research project. Lastly, thank you for our parents for providing us for moral and financial 
support in contemplation of the research project. 
II 
ABSTRACT 
This paper studies the usage of check out bags in stores: the law and policy in Malaysia and the 
United States. To extract and gain relevant information regarding this issue, semi-structured 
interviews were conducted with two officers that are directly involve with the policy in Malaysia 
to supplement the library based information. Factors like economic issue, environment and the 
mind-set of Malaysian were seen as sufficient enough issues to slow down the process of making 
the policy and implementing it as law in Malaysia. Our study also signifies that although it is too 
soon for Malaysia to totally ban the usage of plastic bags, worldwide statistics have proven the 
fact that it can be done and there are big reductions on waste made from plastic bags. Finally, our 
findings indicate that even though there is a large reduction in number of waste after the 
implementation of this policy in Selangor and Penang, the end result on whether this policy will 
be made to all states in Malaysia or implementing it as law will rest on the government of 
Malaysia to decide. 
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